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Dark Doesn't Stay Dark for Long 

Dark doesn't stay dark for long, 
The sun will rise, 

The roosters will crow,  
The sun will come up in the East, 

The dark will become light, 

Dark doesn't stay dark for long, 
A new day will start, 

Yesterday's mistakes will become today's changes, 
Yesterday’s fun will come today’s memories, 

Yesterday’s soccer score will become today’s faint 
memory. 

Dark doesn’t stay dark for long, 
That is just how it is. 

You will wake up with new sunlight, 
New hope, 

And old regrets, 
From yesterday. 

Dark doesn’t stay dark for long, 
We leave hold of yesterday, 

And welcome today, 
We let yesterday drift away, 

And soon enough yesterdays 
Become a week ago, 

And then a month ago, 
Then a date that doesn’t matter. 

— Thomas Andrews 

Thomas Andrews, 7th grade member of 
Haddon Twp. Middle School class in 
poetry reading and writing, wrote this 
poem after being inspired by Robert 
Frost’s, “Nothing Gold Can Stay.”  Thomas, 
his twin brother Jake, his younger 
brother Matthew, his mother Val and 
father Stephen, are active members of 
our congregation and frequent helpers 
on mission projects.
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Return to Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, May 30 at 10 AM. 

The congregation is invited to meet for 
worship in person in Fellowship Hall. 

Covid safety instructions will be sent out 
soon.  Masks must be worn and entry and 

exit protocols followed. 

The service will still be streamed live for 
those who wish to join from home. 

Food contributions and weekly offerings 
will be collected in Fellowship Hall.  

Drive through collections have ended. 

Justice and Advocacy Committee 

No matter what our views on gun regulation may 
be, we can all agree that we want our children to 
grow up happy and healthy. In recognition of 
National Gun Violence Awareness Week, 
members of the Justice and Advocacy 
Committee will be providing information on the 
BeSMART program for keeping children safe.  

 The week begins with Wear Orange Day on June 
4th to honor 15 year old Hadiya Pendleton and 
other victims of gun violence. In 2013, Hadiya 
was shot to death just one week after performing 
in President Obama's Second inaugural parade.  

As of January 2020, an average of 4 children per 
day have died in accidental shootings, suicides, 
mass shootings and assaults in the USA. Orange 
ribbons and bows will be around the church all 
week. You are invited to wear orange all weekend 
and hang orange ribbons and bows at home. 

—Rita Brown

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:beewulf@mac.com


3

Preschool Update 

May is a busy month at the Preschool.  Our annual 
flower sale was a success! Preschool Moms or 
Grandmoms joined their children in the courtyard for 
special Mother’s Day programs. Our 4’s and 
Transitional Kindergarten children will participate in 
our Year End Celebration on May 26th in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Presby is winding down this year with immense 
gratitude toward the teachers and families who took a 
huge risk with so many unknowns. Our goal in 
September was to offer children a place to grow and 
socialize yet provide a sustainable and safe program. 
We exceeded those goals in so many ways. Those who 
participated in our program proved to adapt, 
improvise, and overcome challenges and they 
appeared to have fun doing it! What an unforgettable 
year it is has been! 

This June, we will not be offering our summer 
program. Thankfully, the world is opening up and we 
are looking forward to the opportunity to celebrate 
Barb Sewall's retirement!

A History of the Preschool 
The First Presbyterian Church Nursery School was born 
October 8, 1970. 

Creation of the First Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
resulted from the insights and efforts provided by the 
church's Council on Discipleship/ Christian Education 
under the guidance of Ken Young.  The council provided 
ongoing nurturing and general oversight of the program 
with Judy Hager and Hazel Hunt as early directors. 

By 1983, enrollment had dropped to 13 children (earlier 
enrollments had been as high as 80 students per year).  
In 1983, the Discipleship Council and Dr. Veon asked 
Anne Tonden and Barbara Sewall to nurture the program 
for one year.  After the first year, Anne returned to public 
school teaching and Barbara remained the Director to 
the beginning of the 2020 – 2021 school year. Marisa 
McGovern is currently Director of the Preschool. 

1983, A Nursery School Board was established, consisting 
of: 
     Anne Tonden and Barbara Sewall - Co-Directors 
     Scotty Tatem - Financial Consultant 
     Sue McKendrick - Treasurer 
     Virginia Ritchie - Testing/Curriculum Consultant 
     Ruth Tomlin - Secretary 
     Russ Snyder - Children's Ministries Representative 
     Catherine Overbaugh - Publicity/Artist 
     Ginger Phillips - Classroom Chairperson 
     Edna Schmidt - Supply Person 

As a result of this church commitment, a rebirth of the 
Nursery School Program occurred in 1984.  Certification 
for Life Safety was begun, curriculum was written, a 
budget was developed, new rooms were prepared, 
classes were added, enrollment increased and teaching 
staff was expanded. 

The Mother's Morning Out Program was born March 
1983.   

A Child Study Team was sponsored by the Women's 
Association to identify  
the needs of young parents and to evaluate the growth 
of the church nursery.  Results of the study indicated a 
need for quality childcare for children, a "morning out" 
opportunity for mothers, and a feed-in program for the 
church nursery and Sunday school programs. 

(Continued on page 4) 



4

Preschool Continued 

First Presbyterian Church Preschool Program merged 
1989. 

In 1989, the Nursery School and Mother's Morning Out 
Programs were combined, under common 
management and a common operational board. The 
by-laws were modified to reflect the merger of the two 
programs under one administration.  These 
modifications were developed via consultation with Dr. 
Robert Veon and the Council on Discipleship and were 
approved by the council and Session.  Since that time, 
the Preschool Program (Nursery School and Mother's 
Morning Out) have operated under one set of by-laws. 

The Preschool uses a balanced budget concept and 
budgets on a school year basis (July – June). Expense 
projections are prepared on a line-item basis and 
reflect consideration of historical actuals, planned 
changes, and expected inflation rates.  Income 
projections are based on anticipated enrollment and 
proposed registration and tuition rates. Tuition rates are 
consistent with other nursery school in our area. 

Rent is paid to the church with a rent formula 
established by Frank Wezner at the time of the merger. 
He based the amount on the square footage of each 
room times current rental costs. As rooms increased 
and rental cost increased, our rent increased. Factors in 
the rent formula include Property use/maintenance, 
utilities use, and teacher insurance. 

Student tuitions pay all program expenses: 
Salaries for the Preschool staff, classroom materials, 
management supplies, toys/equipment, cleaning fee 
for toys, mailing costs, lighting of the playground area, 
playground area upkeep/equipment, Fire Sprinkler 
maintenance and State of NJ and Fire License costs.  

Until recently with the pandemic, the Preschool paid 
the BF Steam Cleaning service to professionally clean 
all the rugs in the Sunday School/Preschool rooms 
three times a year and do daily vacuuming all rugs, 
mopping classroom and hallways tile floors. 

Our school year of 2019 -2020- was staffed with 49 
teachers and 302 children attending. There were 6 class 
of Mother’s Morning Out children ranging from 1 year 7 
months to 2 years 4 months, 17 classes of Nursery 
School classes ranging from 2 ½ to Kindergarten.

March 16, 2020, Covid-19 Pandemic changed our 
Preschool Year with the closing of our classrooms, 
cancelling preschool programs, reduction of our staff 
and our enrollments dropped.  

Playground Hybrid Education Program 2020-2021 
School Year- In September, the Preschool hoped to 
welcome our 50 Years Anniversary with celebration, but 
Covid-19 concerns continued! The Preschool staff had 
to become resourceful. Mother’s Morning Out classes 
were put on a hold. Children from 2 ½ to 5 Years-old 
would attend classes on the playground. Teachers and 
children would be masked, hand washing centers set 
up outside and all were met with happy “eyes” to be 
with their friends in an altered classroom set-up.  

Planning for 2021 – 2022 has begun as we prepare our 
classes to resume their preschool education in the 
building. 

 The Preschool is a Ministry of the church  
Several past and present members who have joined 
our church, came first to find a church for their children. 
The Preschool welcomes parents from surrounding 
communities and states to the Preschool and extends 
an invitation to our various church programs. 

Through our fundraising activities, we have 
encouraged parents to participate in our activities to 
allow us to do service projects for the church as: floor 
tile in Fellowship Hall, new tables and chairs for 
meetings, a portion of the expense of the new windows 
in the Education Building, renovation of the basement 
rooms for Junior Church and hallway classroom(B3), 
Rooms 301, 302, 303 the artistic paintings that frame 
our classrooms and hallways painted by Pat Saltman, 
Preschool Art Teacher.  

Our service projects extend past our building with 
donations to Mitten Tree Funds, Coat Drives, Backpacks 
for schools, donation of toys and books to women’s 
shelters, IHOC activities, Caring Hearts Thanksgiving 
Boxes, and scholarships for children attending our 
program that are need of assistance.  

Administration 
The First Presbyterian Church Mother's Morning Out/
Nursery School Program comes under the auspices of 
the First Presbyterian Church Session, and is governed 
by a Preschool Board.  

(continued on page 5) 
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Preschool Continued 

The Preschool Board provides on-going guidance and 
assistance to the operations.  Two Boards make up the 
Preschool Board: 

-Executive Board....church membership positions 
-Parent Board.......parent representatives regardless  

of church affiliation 
Currently the program staff includes a director, 
administrative assistant, program treasurers. and 
teaching staff. 

The PHILOSOPHY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NURSERY SCHOOL is to supplement and 
enrich the efforts of the home in promoting growth 
and happiness in children.  It is of primary importance 
to match educational efforts with the developmental 
readiness of children.  In doing so, each child is working 
within his/her abilities and therefore able to experience 
success, and to develop positive feelings about him/
her. 

We believe children are individual and unique. 
We strive to give each child a foundation for 
subsequent learning in a Christian atmosphere 
of love and acceptance. 
We provide a wide variety of learning 
experiences and give ample opportunity for 
children to socialize. 
We offer a chance for the child to: 
....develop a sense of security outside the home 
....enjoy new forms of creative play 
....grow in self-expression and communication  

with others 
....experience moments of wonder and awe  

about God's world

We offer to the parent 
an opportunity to: 
  ....develop friendships with      
other parents 
  ....experience children's 
development within an age 
grouping 
  ....enjoy valued personal time 

We Believe in Children... 
There is faith in their eyes, 

love in their touch, and 
hope in their attitude. 

We thrill with them at life's joys,  
run with them through tall grasses, 

and bow with them in worship. 

They are the fragile dreams of yesterday, 
Life's radiant reality today 

and the vibrant stuff of tomorrow. 
Yes, we believe in children.   

Author Unknown 

The Vision of the Preschool remains the same as when 
it was conceived: 

“God’s Love in Action” 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Sewall 

Barbara Sewall
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Friends and Sponsors: below you will find the link 
to Marc Narcucci’s feature article in Sunday’s 
Philadelphia Inquirer, and his observance of the 
Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s. In the Inquirer 
article is a picture of Melinda Lamb filling food 
bags. 

The volunteers are the most wonderful people… 
with a mission.  The mission is “loving your 
neighbor as yourself.”  It’s about serving.  We serve 
as a group.  If you haven’t seen the article yet-click 
link below 
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-
clinic-at-st-wilfrids-helping-camden-
residents-20210506.html 

This week marks the 60th straight week that the 
Open-Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed 
food during the pandemic; 92 bags, 5,572 total. 
Over 139,300 pounds of food and dry goods, 
distributed by the all-volunteer, everything 
donated, nobody gets paid, Open Door Clinic at St. 
Wilfrid’s.  Thank you all for your generous 
collections and contributions. 

Current needs are canned fruit or veggies, cold 
cereal, bars of soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
sandwich zipper bags, gallon twist tie bags.......and 
as always paper grocery bags to line plastic 
grocery bags from Shoprite and Wegman’s, and 
wipes for those wearing diapers 
Foodbank Pick-up: Thank you to all the volunteers 
who loaded their vehicles, transported and 
stacked a ton and a half of provisions last Friday.      
Any questions or volunteering, please check in 
with Rose Guthrie  at intrepidrose@hotmail.com 

The requests will soon be coming for box fans.    
Many of our patrons live in apartments where the 
landlords don’t rush to turn on or repair the air 
conditioning.  Last year we distributed about 34 
fans and maybe 5 window air conditioning units.  

The FPC Sandwich Ladies have been making PBnJ 
sandwiches weekly since last March. Thankfully 
several organizations (Scout troops, service groups 

at schools, and families who wanted to do 
something as a family to help others) have 
stepped in to help the past couple of months.   The 
Sandwich ladies need more ladies to make 20 
PBnJ sandwiches once a month starting in 
June.....if you or your family are interested in 
helping out-please call Jill Mascena at 
856-428-7342 and leave a message or check the
website for other ways to volunteer
        www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 
We serve a God who can make ALL things 
possible! 

The Open Door Clinic seeks to help all in need 
each Saturday. Including a forty-one year old 
former professional baseball pitcher who lines up 
for a food bag weekly at St. Wilfrid’s. 
Julio Guerrero was a19 year old from the 
Dominican Republic when he entered the 
Pittsburgh Pirates organization in 2000.  From 
2000 to 2005, he pitched for the Pirate 
organization in places like Hickory, NC, 
Williamsport PA, and Lynchburg VA. He had his 
best year at age 24 with a 11-5 record in 129 
innings, striking out 78 and walking 23. 
Apparently, the Pirates lost interest in Julio and 
released him after that year.  He then tried to catch 
on through pitching in independent leagues for 
teams in Long Island, the Camden Riversharks, and 
the Netanya Tigers of the Israel Baseball League.  
His professional career ended in 2010.   

At St. Wilfrid’s we know Julio as a tall, good 
looking, soft spoken man. Julio never speaks of his 
baseball past.  He is humble.  He is quiet. He is 
friendly.  He smiles.  He’s grateful. 

Interesting fact.... In a random survey, most of our 
patrons have been vaccinated, and mostly at the 
Salvation Army’s Kroc Center on River Rd.  The 
Salvation Army is one of the organizations that 
really performs great work for the folks in Camden. 

News from St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic

https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids-helping-camden-residents-20210506.html
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids-helping-camden-residents-20210506.html
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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In Memoriam 

Bill Amos, a longtime member of our 
congregation at First Presbyterian, 
Haddonfield, died in March 2021. His funeral 
was held by Pastor Nikki on March 30.  As your 
church historian and Bill’s friend in his later 
years, I wanted to pay a brief additional tribute 
to Bill.    

Bill was the grandson of our pastor, Dr. Robert 
Hugh Morris, and his mother Mary grew up in 
our manse.   Bill’s parents were always very 
involved in the life of our church.  Bill himself 
did not have an easy time of it in recent years, 
as many of your know.  When he was homeless 
he was taken in by his friend Tony in return for 
doing the yard work and chores.   

Despite declining vision Bill regularly drove to 
church from his place in Pennsauken for 
Sunday school class and for worship—but 
before he came into the building he would 
take a plastic bag and thoroughly “police” the 
grounds of the church, pulling rubbish from 
the bushes and hedges as well as scouting for 
any trash in the lawn and parking lots.  Bill took 
great pride in this self-appointed duty as it was 
an act of love both for his church and for our 
Lord.    He would also water the plants in the 
church if they needed his tender love and care. 

I appreciated all the times he would unasked 
bring me a cup of coffee from the church 
parlor as we were setting up for class.  Bill was 
a man who enjoyed the beauty of nature and 
truly loved Jesus, and he should be 
remembered for his great faithfulness and acts 
of service. I will remember him and treasure 
the memory. 

—David Stedman

Deacons Scholarships 

The Board of Deacons is offering college 
scholarships in the amount of $500.00. 
Scholarships are available to class of 2021 High 
School Seniors who are members of First 
Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield and who will 
be attending either a two- or four-year college in 
the fall of 2021. 
To Apply: 
Download and complete application from the 
First Presbyterian Church Website or call the 
church office at (856) 429-1960 to get a paper 
form mailed. 
To Submit: 
Completed scholarship applications can be 
emailed to Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org or mailed to 
the church, attention Gabrielle Heimerling, at the 
address listed below. Please do not drop off a 
letter at the church. You will receive confirmation 
within two weeks that your application has been 
submitted and is under review. If you do not get 
confirmation within that time frame, please 
follow up to ensure that your application has 
been received. Deadline is June 5, 2021. 
Address: 
Attn: Gabrielle Heimerling 
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield 
20 King’s Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ 08033 
Phone: (856) 429-1960.

The Quilters
The Quilters hope to be back working 
together in the refurbished Hospitality Room 
early in August.  You are invited to join them 
no matter what your skill level or preferred 
form of needlework. Knitting, crocheting, 
needlepoint, or whatever, you can bring your 
projects and pick up pointers and 
encouragement from other members.   

Quilters usually meet Monday mornings.  The 
spirit is lively and relaxed.  All are welcome. 
Watch for news of our 2021 “reopening” in 
the Church’s weekly news bulletins.
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PERIODICAL

from Morte d’Arthur 

(The mortally wounded Arthur speaks to Sir Bedivere.) 
… 
The old order changeth yielding place to new,  
And God fulfills himself in many ways,  
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world…. 

I have lived my life, and that which I have done  
May He within Himself make pure! … 

Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by prayer  
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice  
Rise like a fountain for me night and day.  
For what are men better than sheep or goats  
That nourish a blind life within the brain,  
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer  
Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 

—Alfred, Lord Tennyson 




